


For details and information, visit...
www.lasvegasnie.com

NIE Order Forms and Information
• To receive newspapers in your classroom.
• To participate in special Programs and Projects.
• How to use the new eEdition in the classroom.

Lesson Plan Wizard
• Lessons and activities for all grade levels and 
   content areas.

NIE Institute
• Link to programs, lessons, and activities created
   nationally.
• Must be NIE teacher to receive password.

Programs

NIE Interactive Teacher wikispace 
Hot Apple Pie!!
Each module is updated DAILY or WEEKLY! Bookmark  
link on your computer!

Lesson Plans a la Mode 
Newsie K-3
Apple Slice —  One serving of learning			 
	 Write the News
From the Core						    
	 Video News Views
Word of the Day						    
	 Quote of the Day
Comparing News Stories					   
	 Around the Globe
Page One Prime

The Mini Page

• For Grades K-5.
• Tuesdays in the Living Section.

Students Speak Out

• Editorial Writing Contest, Grades 9-12.
• �Topics posted the first of September, December, 

February and April.

R-Jeneration Teen Team

• Written by teens, for Grades 9-12.

Pigskin Geography 
 
Follow the NFL Football schedule and learn geography  
and research skills.

By BETTY DEBNAM

Especially
 for Young

 Readers!�

Visitors to the Summer Olympics in

Beijing, China, will be able to see many

wonderful sites in or near Beijing. The

Mini Page looks at some of the amazing

landmarks* of China.

*A landmark can be something especially

noticeable or historically important in an area.

The Great Wall

The Great Wall in northeast China is

the world’s longest structure built for

protection. It stretches about 3,750 miles.

Experts believe it may once have

stretched about 6,000 miles. It was begun

about 2,500 years ago and was finished

about 1,000 years later.

It is made of different walls that were

joined together. There are several gaps

today where it has crumbled.

The Forbidden City

About 24 emperors, or rulers, lived in

the same palace in Beijing during their

reigns. The first part of the palace was

built about 600 years ago. Because

common people were forbidden to enter

it, the palace was known as the

Forbidden City. Only people of the

nobility, or highest class, could be in the

palace, even as servants. Today it is a

museum open to the public.

The Forbidden City is surrounded by a

high wall and a moat, or human-made

lake designed to keep out invaders.

The Summer Palace

The Summer Palace was built right

outside Beijing, although now it is within

the city limits. More than 200 years ago,

in 1750, the emperor started building

private gardens as a birthday present for

his mother. They were finished in 1764.

British and French troops invading the

country burned it down in 1860. In 1888,

a different emperor’s mother had the

garden rebuilt. She named it “Garden of

Harmony.” The empress and her family

vacationed there in the summer.

Different parts of the garden were

designed to look like different spots of

beauty in China.

Amazing Places

Landmarks of China
The Great Wall of China’s

height is between 25 and 35

feet. It is about 12 feet wide.

Soldiers could ride their

horses on top of it as they

patrolled the area.

The Chinese built watchtowers along the wall.

Soldiers lighted signal fires or set off cannons

from the wall to warn of invading troops.

The
palace, or

Forbidden

City, has

about
1,000
buildings,

with a
total of
about
9,000
rooms.

Three little islands were built in the lake

surrounding the Summer Palace.These

islands symbolize, or stand for, three mythical

islands where people believed fairies lived.

Mini Spy . . .
Mini Spy and her friends are visiting a famous Chinese exhibit.

See if you can find: • man in the moon • number 8
• snail
• banana
• cat
• heart
• two fish
• leaf
• football
• peanut
• apple
• teapot
• boat
• lips • comb

• frog

Summer Games

The XXIX

(29th) Olympic

Games will

begin soon in

Beijing, China.

They will run from Aug. 8 to 24. The

Mini Page previews some of the events

scheduled for the Games.

Gymnastics events are among the

most popular competitions during the

Olympic Summer Games.

When most people think about

gymnastics, they think of athletes

swinging on the rings or leaping on a

balance beam. These types of “artistic

gymnastics” have been a part of the

modern Olympics since the beginning in

1896.
But there are two other gymnastic

sports that are newer and less well-

known: rhythmic gymnastics and

trampoline.

Trampoline

In the trampoline

(TRAMP-oh-leen)

event, athletes soar

through the air after

bouncing off a large,

flexible piece of

material that looks

like a net. They twist,

flip and make shapes

as they would

jumping off a diving

board into a

swimming pool.

Trampoline

gymnasts may land

on their feet, seat,

front or back, but they must always

begin and end their

routine on their feet.

Judges look for

difficult moves and

proper shapes.

Trampoline joined

the Olympics at the

2000 Sydney Games. This year 16 men

and 16 women will try to bounce their

way to a gold medal.

A Mini Guide to Olympic Sports

Rhythmic gymnastics

Rhythmic gymnastics

blends acrobatics and

dancing. Only women

take part in this

Olympic event. There

are two events — an

individual competition and a group

performance.

Athletes must use an apparatus

(a-puh-RAT-us), or a piece of equipment,

in their timed floor routines. At the

Beijing Games, they will use a hoop, a

ribbon, a rope and a pair of clubs, which

are kind of like batons.

Gymnasts are judged on many things,

including the difficulty of a routine and

whether they drop an apparatus. In a

team performance, cooperation and

coordination are important, and they

must wear identical clothes.

Words that remind us of landmarks in China are hidden in the block

below. Some words are hidden backward or diagonally. See if you can

find: ANCIENT,  GREAT,  WALL,  FAIRY,  WATERFALL,  BUDDHA,

STATUE,  POOL,  YELLOW,  DRAGON,  CLAY,  SOLDIERS,  TOMB,

EMPEROR,  PROTECTION,  FORBIDDEN,  CITY,  PALACE,  MOAT,

BEIJING,  TOP.

China LandmarksTRY ’N
FIND

WOULD
YOU LIKE TO

VISIT CHINA?

D M A H D D U B R O R E P M E

R T O V T A E R G E U T A T S

A C O A W L L A F R E T A W W

G C I M T P S R E I D L O S A

O L L T B O T G N I J I E B L

N A I Y Y O O W W O L L E Y L

L Y Q V W L P T N E I C N A L

E C A L A P N E D D I B R O F

Y R I A F N O I T C E T O R P

Basset Brown

The News

Hound’s

Rhythmic

gymnastics

became an

Olympic sport

at the 1984 Los

Angeles Games,

though it was

invented in the

mid-1800s.

The first modern

trampoline was

invented in the

1930s in a garage

in Iowa. It was

modeled after a

circus safety net.

The Mini Page thanks the International

Olympic Committee for help with this section.

Look for more information about th
e Summer

Olympic Games in an upco
ming Mini Page issue!

Rookie Cookie’s Recipe

Baked Pasta Dish

Meet Jack Black
Jack Black is the voice of Po in

the movie “Kung Fu Panda.” He

has starred in several movies,

including “Nacho Libre” and

“King Kong.” He was the voice of

Lenny in “Shark Tale” and the

voice of Zeke in “Ice Age.”

Jack, 38, was born in Santa

Monica, Calif. His parents are

both scientists. His mother

worked on the Hubble Space

Telescope project.

When he was in college, he

was a member of an acting troupe that was formed by actor Tim

Robbins. Jack is the lead singer in his own rock-comedy band,

Tenacious D. He also composes music.

You’ll need:

• 16 ounces lean ground beef

• / medium onion, chopped

(optional)

• 2 teaspoons Italian seasoning

What to do:

1. Cook ground beef and onion in a large skillet until meat is no longer

pink. Sprinkle with Italian seasoning.

2. Meanwhile, cook pasta in a large pot according to package directions.

3. Combine meat and spaghetti sauce in a large bowl.

4. Add cooked pasta to sauce mixture and mix well.

5. Spray a large baking dish with cooking spray. Pour pasta mixture into

the dish.
6. Top with mozzarella cheese. Cover with aluminum foil. Bake in 350-

degree oven for 20 minutes.

7. Remove foil and bake 10 minutes more. Serves 8.

*You will need an adult’s help with this recipe.

All the following jokes have something in common.

Can you guess the common theme or category?

Lance: Why did the rooster run away from a

barnyard fight?

Lark: He was chicken!

Larry: What do you get when you cross a rooster

and a wolf?
Lisle: An animal that howls when the

sun rises!

Lonnie: What do you call a rooster that likes

to cook?

Luke: A cook-a-doodle-do!

Go dot to dot and color this ancient Chinese symbol for power.

• 1 (13.25-ounce) box whole-wheat penne

pasta
• 1 (32-ounce) jar spaghetti sauce, any flavor

• 2 cups shredded mozzarella cheese

The clay army

The first emperor of China, Qin

Shihuang, built a magnificent tomb for

himself near the city of Xi’an, near the

center of China. He had sculptors make

7,000 life-sized clay soldiers to guard

him in the afterlife.

His tomb was built so it was almost

exactly like his regular palace. Experts

believe there were as many grand

rooms in the tomb palace as there were

in the living emperor’s palace. The tomb

palace is now in ruins, but about 1,000

of the clay soldiers have been repaired.

Unfortunately, this emperor also

ordered thousands of people and hundreds

of horses and other animals to be buried

alive in his tomb. He wanted to be sure

he would have his wives, servants and

animals in the afterlife. The workers on

the tomb were also buried alive.

Huanglong means “Yellow Dragon.”

This area in Sichuan Province* is filled

with stone formations and pools made

of minerals from underground springs

and rivers. Many of these rocks are

yellow, the same color as those in

Yellowstone National Park in America.

*A province is an area somewhat like an

American state.

Fairyland

Jiuzhaigou, in Sichuan Province, is so

beautiful it is called “fairyland.” Compared

to other landmarks in China, Jiuzhaigou

is not frequently visited because it is

located deep in the mountains.

More Amazing Sites in China
Giant Buddha

The Giant Buddha* statue near the

city of Leshan was carved in a cliff

overlooking three rivers in southwest

China. When it was sculpted about

1,300 years ago, monks hoped the

Buddha would help prevent floods.

There is an invisible system of

gutters and holes carved inside the

statue so that water will drain from it.

This has helped stop water from

wearing away the statue.

* “Buddha” is the title given to the founder of

Buddhism, an Asian religion.

An ancient city

Pingyao, in northern China, was built

about 2,700 years ago. People still live

there, and it looks much as it did

hundreds of years ago.

When Pingyao was built, most Chinese

towns had walls built around them for

protection. Pingyao is the only town

where the walls are still in good repair.

The Mini Page Staff

Betty Debnam - Founding Editor and Editor at Large Lisa Tarry - Managing Editor Lucy Lien - Associate Editor Wendy Daley - Artist

The clay, or terra cotta, army was discovered

by farmers in 1974. Weapons with the clay

army were covered with a type of the metal

chrome. Modern people did not learn how to

cover objects in chrome until 1937.

The Mini Page thanks Dr. Scott Kennedy,

director of the Research Center for Chinese

Politics and Business, Indiana University, for

help with this issue.

Next week,The Mini Page is about zoo disaster

plans.

The Yellow Dragon

Huanglong has about 3,400 colored pools.

The pools vary in color depending on what

minerals and scenery surround them.

Jiuzhaigou

has 17
groups of

waterfalls.

The ponds

in the area

are full of

fantastic

colors,
ranging
from purple

to green.

The Giant

Buddha is

about 233 feet

high, the tallest

Buddha statue

in the world.

Each finger is

about 11 feet

long. A person

can sit on its

toenail.

Look through 
your newspaper for sto

ries about

China. Were any landm
arks harmed in the rece

nt

earthquake?

This tower

sits at the

top of a
street
running
down the

middle of

Pingyao.

Supersport: Chipper Jones

Height: 6-4 Birthdate: 4-24-72

Weight: 210 Residence: Carrizo Springs,Texas

At 36, an age when some baseball players are fading,

Chipper Jones is flourishing. The Atlanta Braves’ switch-

hitting third baseman is still pounding the ball from the left

and right sides of the plate.

In the first 66 games this year, he was batting .400, with

15 homes runs. The last major league player to hit .400 for a season was

Hall of Famer Ted Williams, who batted .406 in 1941.

The son of a high school coach, Chipper debuted with the Braves in 1993.

Since then he has slammed more than 400 home runs, posted a lifetime

batting average around .310, and helped Atlanta win 12 division titles and

one World Series.

Jones is a fan favorite who also participates in the “Reach Out, Be Our Guest”

program that provides game tickets for disadvantaged youth. Away from

baseball, Chipper enjoys hunting, fishing, and spending time with his family.

{  LIVING  }
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By CAROLINA CHACON 

AND CHIARA VELOTTA
R-JENERATION

Come March of any year, 

the Oscar buzz simply deafens 

us. Who’s going to win this? 

Who’s going to win that? How 

risky will the Academy get, 

blah, blah...blah.

Here at R-Jeneration, we 

offer very little thought for 

the best director or the best 

movie or the best actress. Our 

interests dwell in who captured 

our attention the most — and 

how they retained it. Hence, 

the R-Choice Awards recognize 

what Las Vegas teens loved the 

most about 2005’s movies. 

What better way to spend 

some quality time with 

family (especially of the elder 

variety) than to watch a naive 

gigolo sleep with elderly 

women in order to clear the 

name of his beloved pimp? 

Disguised as a slapstick 

— if not crude and sexually 

pervasive — comedy, “Deuce 

Bigalow: European Gigolo” 

banks unnecessarily on the 

success of its prequel. Rated 

R for “pervasive strong crude 

and sexual humor, language, 

nudity and drug content,” this 

film earns our BEST MOVIE 

TO WATCH WITH YOUR 

GRANDPARENTS award. 

Honestly, whose grandmother 

wouldn’t have a delightfully 

refreshing hour or two 

watching a former fish tank 

cleaner get jiggy wit it? 

Although geeks, nerds and 

losers may have salivated 

all over their black capes 

when “Star Wars Episode 

III: Revenge of the Sith” 

finally opened in theaters, we 

were dismally disappointed. 

Innovative special effects, 

dramatic storytelling and 

the best light saber fight 

sequences of all time? Piffle.

We’re sure the producers 

could have done better. Some 

of those scenes were just 

too intense. For instance, 

when Darth Vader holds 

his arms out to eternity and 

wails after he finds out his 

goddess of a wife is dead, he 

doesn’t look like an uber-cool 

supervillain. Rather, he looks 

... human. Being exhilirating 

and heart stopping doesn’t cut 

it anymore. Thus, “Star Wars 

Episode III: Revenge of the 

Sith” receives the BIGGEST 

LETDOWN AWARD. George 

Lucas, thanks for nothing. 

Though Nathan Lane and 

Matthew Broderick were 

simply mesmerizing in 

“The Producers,” the entire 

cast collectively receives 

our BEST DRAG QUEEN(S) 

AWARD. We fell in love 

with those gay little dancing 

sequences that featured 

manly males dressed up like 

eternal beauties, smearing 

their lipstick, walking in 

heels like inebriated hookers 

and flapping their feathers 

like jeweled birds. We really 

believed they were women! 

And when Will Ferrell donned 

his Nazi outfit, including 

baton, mustache and combat 

boots? No one has looked 

better, or more feminine. 

We just can’t get enough 

of flamboyant panache 

and musical humor. “The 

Producers” not only offered 

us some of the best drag

queens this side of Michael 

Jackson, but the BEST 

PREGNANT WOMAN 

IN FILM: Uma Thurman. 

That curved belly, those 

chubby cheeks, her swollen 

ankles...yet, she still has 

nothing over Britney Spear’s 

child-bearing beauty. 

When we saw 2005’s remake 

of “Pride & Prejudice,” we 

just couldn’t believe it. How 

dare those insolent English 

girls dress so ... scantily? 

The dirty dresses and long 

overcoats didn’t fool us. 

Kiera Knightley showed so 

much skin it scared us — and 

made us reward “Pride & 

Prejudice” as the film with 

the SKANKIEST COSTUMES. 

Next time, we won’t take our 

little brothers. 

For BEST FANTASY, we 

choose “Saw II.” This movie 

deserves Best Fantasy 

because we’ve always 

dreamed of getting stuck in a 

room together, fighting to stay 

awake and alive. Oh wait … 

that’s school! 

For BEST PERFORMANCE 

BY AN ANIMAL, we have a 

tie! The awards go to Jack 

Black and King Kong, both 

from “King Kong.” We just 

couldn’t decide who has more 

hair, or possesses the greatest 

resemblance to a wild beast. 

The BEST VIRGIN of 2005 

was Jessica Simpson as 

Daisy Duke in “The Dukes of 

Hazzard.” Disregarding the 

rumors of her on-set partying, 

Jessica showed us on-screen 

that her innocence, naivete 

and stupidity all come from 

her heart ... and not her blonde 

hair. What more is there to 

say? 
We confess: the first time 

we saw Will Ferrell in “The 

Producers,” we thought very 

little. But then he spoke! 

His hostile German accent, 

descendant of the brutish 

Nazi tongue, enchanted us 

extremely. So foreign, so well-

rehearsed, so...incredible! 

Will Ferrell fully deserves our 

SEXIEST ACCENT AWARD.

The award for WORST 

ANIMATION “GET DOWN”

goes to “Madagascar.” This 

movie taught us if you ever 

see a ring-tailed lemur 

running around, just start 

singing “I like to move it 

move it,” and you’ll probably 

end up the new king of the 

lemurs. Go ahead, try it. Then 

make some futile attempts 

to escape the song’s drolling 

catchiness. 

And the winner is ...

R-Choice awards honor Hollywood’s oddities from teens’ perspective 

R-CHOICE AWARDS

By CHIARA VELOTTA
R-JENERATION

On the day that I decided 

to go with my friends for 

smoothies at the Harley Da-

vidson store on the corner of 

Eastern and Sahara avenues, 

I discovered the true meaning 

of being in the right place at 

the right time.

It was at this biker haven 

that I met Steven Tyler, the 

lead singer of Aerosmith. Na-

dia Mekonnen, a sophomore 

at Valley High School, spot-

ted Steven, and Syvana Zim-

merman, also a sophomore 

at Valley High School, luckily 

had her camera with her. Five 

friends and I gathered around 

the rock star for a picture. 

After the picture, I asked 

Steven for an interview, and 

he promised me time when he 

came back to Las Vegas for his 

show at the MGM Grand on 

February 18. As the date ap-

proached, I got in touch with 

one of the band’s assistants 

who arranged a five minute 

interview for me with Steven 

before he had to go on stage to 

perform.
This was the scene I remi-

nisced about in the midst of my 

excitement while I was wait-

ing in the chaotic backstage 

area at the MGM Grand Gar-

den Arena at 7 p.m. February 

18. One techie was printing me 

a VIP pass while another radi-

oed that “the Harley Davidson 

Reporter Girl is here!”

The next thing I knew, I 

was shuffled into the hallway 

leading to the dressing rooms. 

The hall was full of techies and 

camera crews. Lenny Kravitz 

was two feet away from me 

and Steven walked right be-

hind me to go to his interview 

with “Entertainment Tonight.” 

In the midst of mad chaos, 

I was greeted by Steven’s 

personal assistant Kripa. He 

informed me that Steven 

would be interviewed by ET 

for about 30 minutes. Kripa 

pointed me to the catering 

room to wait until someone 

called me for my interview.

Thirty minutes came and 

went, and I was still sitting in 

the catering room anxiously 

sipping a Coke. I had checked 

my cell phone at least 10 

times, my middle name had 

been changed to “Impatience,” 

Lenny Kravitz had started per-

forming, and I was still sitting 

in the catering room hoping 

that the next person to walk 

through the door would lead 

me to Steven.

After more than an hour, 

when I least expected it, some-

one came to get me. I followed 

him behind the curtain, back to 

the hallway where the dress-

ing room was. I got excited all 

over again only to stand and 

wait some more.

I waited for five minutes, 

even though it seemed like 

10 or 15, and then, Steven 

popped his head out and said 

he was ready. He led me into 

his dressing room, saying that

this is where everyone wants 

to be.
The first thing to catch my 

eye was the portable closet. It 

had stickers and pictures of 

his daughters Liv and Mia and 

other family and friends all 

over it. The next thing to catch 

my eye was Mia and one of her 

friends sitting on the couch. 

The dressing room seemed 

like a place to just hang out.

Before the interview start-

ed, Steven pulled up a chair 

for me and then sat down 

across from me. I began by 

asking him what it was like for 

him growing up.

“I grew up in Yonkers, (NY). 

I was born in 1948. There was 

no internet, no phone jingles, 

nothing. Back then my iPod 

was this big,” said Steven as 

he gestured a one and a half 

foot device.

Steven grew up like any 

other teenager. He went to 

Roosevelt High School in 

Yonkers. He described his 

education experience as ter-

rible. “Always during fifth 

period I hear ‘Steven Tyler, 

come down to the office.’ And 

I got kicked out of school a 

lot,” he said.

One of his favorite high 

school experiences though 

was making out. “Back then 

it was nothing like today. So 

you’d go to the bowling alley. 

We bowled and you could be 

in the back and you could 

make out, you know? And you 

know how hot it was to make 

out. It was like ‘WOW!’ I don’t 

know making out was just so 

cool. It was just great.”

Steven also talked about 

the beginning of Aerosmith. 

“I quit my band in New York 

City in 1969 and I got really 

angry at them. I got angry at 

one of my guitar players and 

I dove over the drum set and 

we got into a fight. 

“I said ‘F you,’ I went out 

in front and I started hitch-

hiking…till I got to New 

Hampshire which is where 

my parents had a resort. And 

the next morning I was crying 

‘It’s over. I’m going to have to 

mow lawns for a living.’”

One day when Steven was 

mowing a lawn, Joe Perry 

drove up and invited him to 

see his band play (which Ste-

ven later described as “god-

awful”).
“So we got together in Bos-

ton and got an apartment and 

lived all together and paid 

the rent and it’s been that 

ever since.”

Now, Steven is living a tre-

mendous life. In the middle 

of the interview, there were 

multiple interruptions, one 

from the manager to tell us 

that the band had oversold. 

Steven began telling me 

about how incredible an ac-

complishment it is to over-

sell. “Nobody’s doing the

business that we are and I’m 

just real happy about that,” 

he said.
In spite of all of his accom-

plishments and successes with 

the band, Steven is a normal 

human being. He has pets and 

kids. He listens to music. Ac-

cording to his daughter Mia, 

he is into Fat Boy Slim. He also 

likes the Soprano’s soundtrack. 

“I just got a hold of it and it 

was like whoa what’s on this? 

Insane. Good stuff.”

Steven then listed off all of 

his pets. He has the traditional 

cats and dogs. But he has a 

strange assortment of birds. “I 

got a cockatiel named Knuck-

les. I’ve got a turkey named 

Snowflake. I have peacocks 

named Harley and Davidson.” 

Mia reminded him of the hens. 

“The hens! Oh yeah! Biker 

Chick…”
Unfortunately, I never 

learned the names of the rest 

of the hens because Steven

had to go warm up and per-

form. After spending about 10 

minutes with Steven, I stood 

up and took a picture with him, 

and before I left the dressing 

room, he gave me a hug and a 

kiss on the cheek, and we went 

our separate ways.

An interview of a lifetime

R-Jeneration reporter 

gets the opportunity to 

talk with Aerosmith’s 

lead singer

PHOTOS COURTESY OF THE VELOTTA FAMILY

R-Jeneration reporter Chiara Velotta chats with Steven Tyler backstage before Aerosmith’s recent concert at the MGM Grand. 

Velotta and Tyler pose together 

backstage after her interview.

Racing to the

WINNERS
CIRCLE

Careers:On the fast track

Math &ScienceKeep a race car going

Geography:
Where stock cars race

History:Racing from 1948
to today

Please note:  �All programs and special projects are subject 
to change without notice. The Newspapers 
In Education department will do as much as 
possible to implement all of the projects and 
programs listed in this brochure.

September 
Back to School

October 
Skill Power

November 
Supermarket Smarts

December 
Sports Mana

January 
Writers’ Workshop

February 
Map Skills

March 
Dollars & Sense

April 
Math Star News 

May 
Human Body

FASTCAR NASCAR 

Follow the NASCAR Circuit and learn geography and 
research skills.

Curriculum GUIDES
available each month 
on our WEBSITE

Everything you need
is on our web page!


